Unilateral brain lesions and performance on Russell's version of the Wechsler Memory Scale in an African American population.
Studies of patients with unilateral lesions report hemisphere-specific and locus-specific impairments on Russell's (1975) Revision of the Wechsler Memory Scale (RWMS). In the current investigation "race-homogeneous" and "race-comparative" paradigms provide the context in which the generalizability of RWMS findings are examined in a population of African Americans with unilateral lesions. The performances of brain-damaged patients were impaired relative to normal controls on five of the six RWMS measures. However, patients with left and right hemisphere damage in our sample did not differ systematically on RWMS subtests. Likewise, among patients with lesions confined to one of the quadrants in the brain, there were no quadrant group differences in performance on RWMS subtests. But, right posteriors were impaired relative to controls on immediate and delayed VR subtests. The relative merits of the race-comparative and race-homogeneous paradigms are considered in the context of these findings.